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To: Peterson, Eric <Eric.Peterson@rda.sccgov.org>;

Eric,
RE: my comments at tonights Airport Commission meeting regarding the decline in GA.
I came home to find a link to this in my inbox:
https://www.flyingmag.com/gama‐report‐shows‐positive‐trend‐in‐ga‐shipments?enews051518
...
Nearly all segments of GA manufacturing saw improvements in deliveries.
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GAMA Report Shows Positive
Trend in GA Shipments
2018 starts out strong for most aircraft segments.
By PIA BERGQVIST

MAY 15, 2018

0 Comments
The General Aviation Manufacturers Association released its ﬁrst quarterly shipment report for 2018
last week, which indicates an overall upward trend in the industry. “Training needs are driving the
demands in the rotorcraft segment, while a stabilizing used market, overall global economic growth
and aviation innovation are driving the other segment increases,” GAMA’s president and CEO Pete
Bunce said. Bunce expects the positive trend to continue, citing the introduction of new products as
the catalyst for continued growth.
Nearly all segments of GA manufacturing saw improvements in deliveries. But the piston rotorcraft
market was the strongest by far with an increase of nearly 40 percent from 58 piston helicopters
delivered in the ﬁrst quarter of 2017 to 81 this year. Turbine rotorcraft also saw increases in
deliveries, though only by 7 percent. In total, the helicopter market pulled in $0.67 billion, an
increase of 18.3 percent over last year’s billings.
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Total airplane billings increased from $3.71 billion to $3.83 billion, a welcome increase of 3.3 percent
after an overall decline in 2017 of 4.2 percent over the 2016. The biggest turnaround was seen in
the turboprop market where shipments increased by 12.7 percent in the ﬁrst quarter over last year’s
numbers. This is an encouraging trend after the segment saw a decline in shipments from 2016 to
2017. Textron Aviation’s Beechcraft King Air line was the big winner, delivering 17 twin turboprops,
up from 12 during the same time in 2017.
Want more news like this?
Sign up to receive our weekly email newsletter!
Enter email address
Sign Up
By submitting above, you agree to
our privacy policy.
The bizjet market continued its slow growth, increasing by 1.5 percent over the past year with 132
airplanes delivered while piston airplane deliveries were down by 1.5 percent.
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