ROADS AND AIRPORTS DEPARTMENT
Airports Division
2nd Quarter Staff Report
April, May, June 2021

Repairs/Projects in Progress
COVID-19
Throughout the pandemic, the airport has remained fully operational and available to
the flying public. To limit the spread of the virus, airport staff have been following State,
Federal and County-wide guidelines regarding inter-personal contact, sick procedures
and sanitization of workspace. In June, the terminal building was reopened to the public.
Current County masking guidelines require that all members of the public wear a mask
whenever inside a county facility.
RHV Lighting and Signage
Contracting for signage rehabilitation project at the Reid-Hillview Airport is ongoing. It is
expected that the contract will be finalized in August 2021. Once construction begins, it
is expected to take approximately four months to complete.
Grant Requests
A grant request and the necessary documentation has been submitted to the FAA
Airports District Office (ADO) for a reimbursement grant related to the San Martin
repaving project. The County is waiting upon the FAA’s response.
RHV Hangar Repair
Work continues to progress with the county insurance carrier and the contractor to
come to an agreement on the cost of repair to the two hangars damaged in the
November automobile accident at RHV. Repairs should be completed by the fourth
quarter of 2021.
Lead Report and RHV FBO Leases
The lead report, written by Dr. Sammy Zahran, is scheduling to be heard by the Board
of Supervisors at their August 17, 2021 meeting beginning at 6:00 P.M. The County has
planned two public meetings prior to the Board Meeting to discuss the report with
interested individuals. Meeting dates are currently scheduled for August 10th and
August 11th at 6:00 P.M. More meeting details will be available closer to the meeting
date.

RHV Redevelopment Study
The next step of the RHV Redevelopment study will be discussed at the August 17th
Board of Supervisors special meeting, starting at 6:00 P.M. Additional information
about the study can be found on this website: www.sccgov.org/RHV.
Staffing Changes
A long-time Airport Operations Worker has provided notification of his pending
retirement in September. With this announcement, the recruitment process for a new
Airport Operations Worker has been started.
Accidents and Incidents
RHV – April 15th
A Citabria aircraft veered off Runway 31-Right into the grass. There was no damage to
the aircraft of facilities, and the pilot was unharmed. The aircraft was subsequently
towed back to the FBO where it was based.
RHV – May 12th
At 7:14 am ATCT notified Airport staff of an individual who was walking in the vicinity of
the wind sock. SJPD was notified and staff, who were operating a tractor at the time,
responded to the incident. The individual dropped a pair of steel wheel chocks and then
fled towards the west perimeter. Unable to climb the 8-foot fence adjacent to the solar
field, the individual ran southward and climbed over the fence adjacent to the control
tower. SJPD responded but were unable to apprehend the suspect. A
Vehicle/Pedestrian Deviation report (V/PD) was filed by the FAA regarding the event.
RHV – May 14th
A tenant reported that two Lexus cars, temporarily parked in a shelter, had been broken
into. Both vehicles had broken windows and appeared to have been gone through, but
nothing was reported missing by the owner. The owner filed a report with law
enforcement.
RHV – June 1st
At 11:13 am Air Traffic Control Tower personnel notified Airport staff that an inbound
aircraft with two people on board was experiencing smoke in the cockpit. The aircraft
declared an emergency, and then landed safely with no injuries and minimal damage.

RHV – June 1st
At 3:15 pm ATCT staff reported that they had observed a radio-controlled model aircraft
land on the roof of hangar H-3. Airport staff immediately began looking for an individual
with controls for the model but nobody was observed. Staff was able to recover the
model aircraft after it was blown off the roof of the hangar. Shortly afterwards a local
resident approached staff and informed them he was looking for his model aircraft.
Airport management spoke with the individual regarding restrictions on operating R/C
aircraft within the vicinity of the Airport, and the individual was also directed to speak
with ATCT staff as well. The model was returned to the individual and he left the airport.
RHV – June 25th
At 12:30 pm a brush fire was observed on property adjacent to Eastridge Mall, south of
Tully Road. While Airport staff monitored the fire, a second small brush fire broke out on
airport property adjacent to the sidewalk on Capital Avenue near Tully Road. Airport
staff responded to and extinguished the fire. Subsequently two more fires were
discovered along property adjacent to the airport. Airport staff and the fire department
were able to extinguish all the fires with no property damage. A female pedestrian was
observed in the vicinity of these fires shortly after they were discovered. Staff spoke
with law enforcement about her but SJPD elected not to question the individual.
.

