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Staffing

Patrick McGuinness

Many of you knew retired Airport Operations Worker, Patrick McGuinness. He retired a couple of years ago after a long career with
Santa Clara County Airports. Patrick found his job at the airport
very rewarding and part of that was because of the relationships he
developed with so many of you. I doubt there were many regular
visitors to either Reid-Hillview or San Martin airport that he did not
come out to meet and get to know.
Unfortunately Patrick passed away this past December. His family
is holding a memorial service in his honor this Saturday (April 2,
2022) starting at 11:30 at the Fremont Warm Springs Cabana Club
in Fremont. You are welcome to come by and pay your respects.
Warm Springs Cabana Club
251 Goldenrain Ave
Fremont, CA. 94539
11:30 A.M.

Airport Operations Staff Changes

In December we were able to fill four vacant Airport Operations Worker Positions. We had
worked with a skeleton crew for so long, it has been very nice to have the extra help. You
have probably noticed just by taking in how things look around the airport. Our newest team
members are Karan Ghuman, Adrian Baliscao, Alexter Ching and Jihad Elmashni. When you
see them, stop by and say hello. They are here to help and would like to meet you.
Adam Valdiva, who had been with the airport for several years, recently left
for a job in with Sacramento County Airports. Keep your eyes open for him
if you are flying into one of their airports. I am sure he would be happy to
have you say hi. His departure has left us with an Airport Operations Worker
vacancy which we hope to have filled this month.
Business Manager
The Airports Business Manager position was recreated to manage all of the airport property
the County recently took over on the previous FBO leaseholds. In addition, this position will
be responsible for managing a county-run aircraft fueling program. We have completed the
interview process and expect to be able to announce our newest team member in the next couple of weeks.
CountyAirports.org

Fueling
When the Airports Business Manager starts, their first order of business will be to get a county-operated fueling program up and operational. If you have driven by the terminal recently,
you may have noticed a couple of fuel trucks
sitting out front. Those belong to the County
and will be put to use this year as our Airport
Operations Staff becomes the fuel provider on
the airport. We do not yet have a firm date for
this to occur but will provide more information as the program develops.
Oil Disposal
For those of you that are do-it-yourself type, we provide disposal service for your used aircraft
engine oil, empty oil containers, oil filters and aircraft batteries. To dispose of them, please bring
the items to the terminal building where one of our helpful Airport Operations staff members
will be happy to assist you. If we are not available and you have a hangar, you are welcome to
leave the contents in an appropriate container inside your hangar. Send an email to Operations@CountyAirports.org identifying yourself, your hangar, the airport, and a request to have
the oil picked up and we will do so. If you want your waste oil container returned, make sure to
have your name and hangar number clearly written on it, and once it has drained we will return
it to your hangar.

Note that one of the items we will dispose of for you includes the empty oil containers. It is a
violation of several rules and our permit to put those containers in the garbage unless they have
been throughly drained. Once we get them from you, we will set them to drain for several hours
to ensure there is very minimal oil residue in the container. Only then will they
be added to the waste stream.
You must arrange to hand all of these items directly to airport staff or have them picked up.
Please do not leave them anywhere else on the airport. We have recently had individual dump
waste oil into the sump fuel containers and we have had these hazardous waste items left at various doors around the airport. Not only does this create a mess that we must divert valuable staff
time to clean, it is a violation of our permit. These violation can be very expensive for both the
County and whomever is responsible for the improper disposal. Give us a call and we will help.

CountyAirports.org

E16 Open House
Once again, Niki Britton
and Joe McMurry are hosting The Food Truck Fly-In
at San Martin Airport. The
event is scheduled for
May 21, 2022
from
10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
This is their second Food
Truck Fly-In where there
promises to be plenty of
great family entertainment
and more food trucks than
in the past. Don’t miss this
fantastic event.
For more information, see
their Facebook page; https://
fb.me/e/ewtYgqEWb
or email
FoodTruckFlyin@gmail.
com

Airport Update
On March 10, 2022, Airports Director Eric Peterson gave a presentation during an on-line FAA
Wings Seminar. It included a short history of Reid-Hillview Airport, an overview of the recent
airborne lead study completed for Reid-Hillview, and a discussion of the many changes that
have recently occurred with property management at the airports. A recording of the meeting
can be found on our website (countyairports.org). Navigate to the Resources page and then to
Newsletters. Incidentally, you will find all past newsletter there too. You can click this link to go
directly to the video.
CountyAirports.org

